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The Suprl'fund progrn.m wm; e.nnctcd by 
Cont.rt"t>.SS in December 1980. Tile lnw 
established a prog1·1m1 to investi£ate and 
initittte nctions Sf!ainst ltctual and potential 
t·elenses of hnm rdous chemic::~Is and other 
substances at sites throughout the United 
States. In 1986, Congress reauthorized 
Superfund and iucr'CfiBcd the size of the fund 
from $1.6 billion to $8.5 billion. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
ndministers the Superfund progrnm iu 
cooperation Virith individual states. 

The Superfund process tan differ from each 
site. There are usunlly six phases which 
begin when a site is idt>.ntified and concluded 
with n final remedy. 

EPA monitors the site throughout the 
process. If at any time contamination 
becomes nn immed.iate threat to public 
health or the environmeitt, EPA may 
conduct an emergency action, known as n 
removaJ action. 

EPA attempts to identify parties who DlBY 
be legaUy responsible for site contamination. 
Once identified; these parties are asked to 
participate in the investigation and remedial 
process. If they do not agree to participate, 
EPA may seek their participation through 
legal means. 

The EPA Reiion 6, Supemmd I•rogram bas 
established a toU free number to provide 
direct access to tbe general public and to 
increase conunwlity involvement in the 
Superfund Procram. 

Just dial 1-800-533--3508 
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Before wosi peopl<l uudetstood bow t ertaln 
wast~?S lllil!;llt tb:rencen ).IUblic het~Jth fllUl the 
t:nvinmmtnt, ba7nrdou~o wasit:S were oftt'n 
disposed ofat locations where they amld t~Jther 
enter the ground. water, or,atr. Now these sites 
are beino brought to the ottentl{lb of F..PA by 
prlvnte dthens, mulloc:al and stated agencies .. 

A preliminary luspec:tiob of the site ls c:ouduttw 
by EPA or a smte ngency. Thf: site is IIS)e$Sed fur 
the presence of hazardous chemitals and other 
substances and their potenti al impact on public 
bealtb or tbe environment. 

lf JtPA finds tbnt a site poses a seriGus adual or 
pote1:1tial threut to the c:onunuuJty, the site is 
phlced on the Nntiollnl Priorities List (NPL), fl 
roster of the nation' s worst huardous waste sites. 
The NPL c:urrently Includes more than 1,100 sites 
nationwide. 

EPA tonducts a tw~art investigation of all NPL 
sites. Tt1e first part, ll remedJa) lnvestl&aUon. 
Identifies contam.IMtlon nnd site-related th~ts to 
the envla"'nmeut and public: health. The sewnd 
part of the investigation, a feasibility study; 
evaluat~ various approaches to addressln& site 
rondltions. 

.EPA selects a preferred remedy for tbe stte from 
amone the alternatives presented in the feaslbWty 
study. After EPA recommends Its choice, the 
public:. state nnd lotlll omdnls are gtven an 
oppoa1Unlty to tomment on it. After It considers 
the comments, .EPA selects the final remedy for 
the sUe. 

Following tbe seloctlou of a finlll remed)·, EPA 
deslgllS and implements the choseD remedy. EPA 
negoUntes with parties respoaslble for 
contamillntion oftbe site to deslgJl. implement and 
pay for the flDal remedy. JtPA may, throuah legal 
action, later recover costs from tbe J"((SponslbJe 
parties. 
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